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TUYE BEIN A THXAN ALL
MY LIFi---AND SUDDENLY
T JUST DON'T CAKRE."
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It wae eshortly before the end of Lloct yeoor whao ihc iaat,
sve of COWFAB appearedi. Then, telowr: mnﬁ' indl Tnr anciine
1ssue could be asaembled, arcuery ref ¢ 110 nedds

i.-j Sole

Archery is a sport in whlech f've been milldliy interested {or
some time. But about that iime I discovered the exisience

of an archery club which was holding shicle weekly winier-
time shoots in & laeal garage. BeolTexe 1 2ouid reanon wit
myself thei ne™fénccditor in nlg.right nind has tine for

thlngs such g6 lbpfgbng to shootyithe oy ocnd arrow. there |
wag~-~-learning t ct the bow and arrov.

D)

n

The conditlons under which the gheoiirg wos done made acour-
acy with the weapon highly dasirzble. Thes target was placed
in front of a brick wall a2t one end of the garage building
and the archers atood at the apposite end. Arrows which 414
not hit the target cbviouely ptruek the brich wall behing it
--~and cedar .fhafta wareg never meant to te shoz inhoe hrick
walls. ' Replacement of these casuvalties (7 ¢
ran into money ond accuracy became noTh CnLy &
downright eszential 17T T was to xeep from b

The =solution eeemed obvicus, 1 had to learn u
get conslstently. But that would cowe only I prectice———
80 practice I must. But this was cerualnly n~ot the 2lace
for a novice %o learn. ©So I conatructed o waksshilft target
and placed Xt on a (convenlient vacant lot avay {rom gueh
potential hazards as brick walls. And Lhere 1 Drachicede.

hiv whe tar-

And while I prectiliced, the interest In fandor and fan-nub-
lishing waned-~-and almOﬁt died. The vo*w e of Tanzlines that
once flowed into Box 634 slowed to 2 mere (irickle. 7The letw-
terg finally stopped =2ltogether. Pﬂnﬂd from these diastrac-
tions, I qevofed full time to bow-and-arrowing.
But, as it doeu 0 many fans after a siege of galia, the
time finally came whel I poused to take chonk of thlnge
declded that this sltuation nust not convinu Thi nﬁs wera
happening in fandom (not many, 1'11l edmit. but a few) end I
wap Piret hearlng about them months later. Faong were call-
ing off thelr feuds and shaking hands again befere I was
evein aware that they hadn 't been cn speakling wermz. The sad
truth was that 1 was out of touvch.

No longer did I find my name menitiloned i the fanzineor. No
Jonger did I find reviews of CONFAB. No longer did the neo-
edltors hopefully send me thelr fond firect issues. Thie
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ci’ arrows were lald -zslde. Drushed whie dust MPom fy qon I* 3 ne
the gplders rron thelr =snug little howmes in Lhe Jdnnards of @y Lyper.
And a2 I slood therd surveylng the rgauiig of my labors, 1 i1 soriag

proud-—-and a little lonely tLoo.

i wag a fan agalin.

UN_FOLICIES. .PAST AND Id'rUhr $HRAGS

nHeretofore, CONFAE hes been appecring on & hignly irragular schedule
{anywhere from three weels Lo nine montihs EV-HC““ issues, 4t haog been
intended mainly as a letterzine with the readers’ latiers belug alwost
the entire blll-of-fare. 11 has seldom sported illustrations oI care-
ful layouts., """ has- beentdistrlipuied on & frec-gratis basgic. ™l
has been the policy of (ONFAB neretofore. '

But, beginning.wlith this issue, these atatements are no longer &t
ctricily true.

CONFAB will heredtuer be publjsh@d LrL, 2 mprﬁh;y sehedule.  No more €
the nlne-month 5estai1nu pericas bPhNO issues. © Thig lgsus Il schwd-
uled tor the flilrst of Sepicober. The “O“u lssue will apmear in one
This l1ssue still feasures letlers as the main course. although I hive
glven myself an extra page or WO ners 4o pDeglin thiagsyt Sl pbunliil
the next several 1ssues, 1 would like to swart printing addiilondl
raterial~~-columns, articles, or what have yous This ig, of zgirse,

nrovided 7 can locate some agreeable writers, Faanlsiness 1g wiie pie-
Terred thgme, but not to the complete excli sion offosher saigs al.
I'me letters will éontinue to hold a featured apot. bult I would I1Ee to

erlvres the meg to inciude edditional material.

As you coa see, 1 have pub a blt mdre wosk Iato the layout of thls is-
aucd, complete to'a cover 1llo. Coverz will probably contipnue Jn ithRls
general style--—-again, provided T can contact some amiitid ove Wain-
nrtistas. Interlor 1llos will begﬁﬂ next “issue Lgle Aesi reeort,'T
sight even do them myself. In othsr vords,-l‘m working for & aore.
rrecentadble wug. | ateow 1i

And now we conme to that statenent 2buvt the free-greils ﬁistr‘“u?icn.
The pollicy on thie point is not duife sd definite. L
onn ow well the subjects of the two 1Pccedirg PREIEre N
out. If I can make arrangements with svltable columniata and WY I(erq
ana artists who will keop me supslised hit‘ suffliclient material to pub-
1isti the kind of mag I would iike. goy L pages 2 wonth, I do not in-
tena to contlnue the Tree digtributlon. There will ihen Teragsub-
seription price.  The emount, will dépend an what I thiak. Lhe moseds
worth; hoth quantity- and qualtity-wisé} inteommandzon with, the mest of
the fleld. imti) sach Lime, Ghough! CONFLB will} ‘contnuat i b gls-
thicuted without charse e SEREbemnl ooy & s
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Thia. then, will be the policy of CONFAR hereattonw



THOSE REPRODUCTION BLULES...or THAY SHEGELHA DITTU. . .

A flat-hbed ditto can be & dastardly, back-biting criticr. T sneok
from experience. I've had onz of the Blenmkaty-blank things Tor sev-—
eral years nov, and I've uged it for all my fan- ouoliszizg, AL Tirst
1t worked fine-~no complaints., Bul more recently iU has teksnh up the
exasperating hablt of putting a big purnle smear 2crozg rne printed
page. The flrst hallf-doZen pages of the letters arsc probably nrime

exemples in most of the coples.

This certainly wasn't in keeplng with the more 2rraful renraduction
I'd had in mind for this issue. I deternined to covreci the situation.
Mumbling something about “...no mere mochine...”, I tockled it with
avengeance and pliers and screwdrivers. £2d T couldan'i do ito

The thing works fine when I uge & necw, virgin sheoet of paper. The
trouble starts wvhen I start to print the revwerce zide of the shect.
Then the rubber bpressure roller seems o nick up sone of the nurple
stuff from the printed slde of the sheel and Ingencouvsly itransfer 1T,
in the form of a smear, to the hack-sglde of the rexl cheet.

FPirst, my suepicions were dlrected &t the mimer roller., I zerubbed
it with ditto fluid aand with coap and water; I corancd it with o sharp
knife; I emen ussd saadpaper. The succcedins test run wWag o ditier
disappointment. Next I tackled the Telt wick and stcel »oller which
feeds the fluid to the paper. I tore the whole thilnz apart, scrulln-
ized it carefully, and reassembled Lt. And stlll ne Improvemsznt.

There being no ovther working narts Lo the thing, I.decidod tho rubber
roller must be the culprit. Possibly a new rolier would corrsct the
situation, but who was I 1o vpend five bhucks on 2 aew,roller, wnen the
waole machine prokebly wasn't worih nuch more than that.

Then ny fannish zind pendered on how onz g,eh ahoui corre
troubles with a mérpeo. Of course... Slip-sheeting! But who ki
heard of slip-sheetlng on a 4itto? But then, vho wac 1 To fu_teﬂ in
the face of ridicule when I might he on the verge oil an luportant dis
covery? I put the theory to the test. As the sheet was run uhrougn
the machine, a sheet of mimeo paper was run throush with 1t, dDetween
the copy sheet and that dirty, old preasure roller. And... Eurelaa
It worked!
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Which just goes to show, & fan never knows whatl he 1o really capable
of doling, until he 1s put to the teot.

CONVENTION REPCKT, ANYONE?

I'm hereby btegging on bended knee for a report on the ¥World Cen for
the next issue. If aanyone would lilke to d¢o 2 ICpO”t ong weuid iilie 1o
gee it get into print before the convention as been z2imoalt forgoitten
a8 a topic of discussion (it hag happened) lst me h sy Trom you. 1
can promise you immedlate publicetion. "

A Tl

e

See you in a bigger and better (I hope) #13. ...
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DEAN A, GRENNELL. 402 Mapie Ave.. Fond du i2c¢, Wisc.

CONFAB #10 in and appreciated. Liked the ESHM drawings ag
always. Bay, have you heard anything out of Ron lately? He
wrote 1ast spring and said that hc was being shipped to Ger-
many cr somewhere and would send hls new .erean frem there.
Haven't heard a word out of hlm since and T have a bunch of
mage with his work in them here walling i1c¢ be sent him 3T I
ever near where to send them,

CONFAB #11 on hand tco (nice 1o see thic cormfortable old job
turning up againis). In answer to your comments on Ed€o‘s
letter:

i could discuse guns; | suppose, since ! have some minor in-
terest in and knowledge of them and I might talk about sport
cars and women but LI dorn't know too much about either of
those except that. you con spend a lot of money on them and
they are both hard to catch going around cornerc.

But I had 2 lot of fun last summer, plooping about beneath
the surface of a small lake upstate a weys, [t's about 3
miles long by a mile or so wide a2nd God-kEncwe-how, deep. 1
didn‘t get around to learning how to sgwim at 21l till T was
18 and have been no more than indilferent ot it ever since..
could maybe swim 100 feet without touching bottom 1f T had
tc, but not much more.

I guess 1t was from reading Cousteau's THE SILENT WORLD or
something but I got interested in diving last wlinter and
thls spring I bought a face-mesk, & snorkel and a palr of
fing for my feet. With these I nropoch to ecxiplore “the Mys-
terious Green Depths.

First time I tried them it was barely past the first of Mdy
and upland lakes in Wisconsln at thai time of Year are COLD.
Considering that,; I had trouble controlling my breauhingo
The mask fits over your nose and you are suprosed to breathe
through the snorkel with your mouth. But when the water is
cold and you are inexperlenced, you are apt o try to brea
through both, get nothing, panic a bit, try “o pany, caa't
do that either and come grampussing to the surface; snorting
and spraying. Thus with me.

But later on; as I got more practlice and. the water got warm-
er,. 1t was easier. I Tound T could keep aflcat with 2lmest
no effort whatsoever and the snorkel eliminsted the trouble-
come business of Tighting to keep nose and mouth ebove the
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ng saount ol addiilonad tlrust
@3, e des’. Wt Enle
d e, gawking down

i=ry tne sncvkel .

surfe ce The £ing gave wy fec 0onmaz
and bne mask kept Lhe water cul ol my e
paddle 2t oy leisure for hundreds of yar
through the water and nlacidly gurpil

As tar as exploring the deeper port of the leke, T Gidn't. Weter
pressure on the ears ilncresses rapidly 23 you go down ang 1L found thed
my "floor”’ was about 20-24 feet deovm. The bolitom at whal depth fan 't
greatly dlfferent from what 11 is closer in t¢ ghore. You see some
fish, 1t's true, but 1ii’a illegal 1o try fo spear thew In Lhliy state..
«o0h, I suppose you could spear rough flsh . guch g corn, dul Tliere
aren’t any of those in that parilculer Jake Thavy | evelr sSgue

'
Why bother golng down then? Well, [ supwosce you could say that 11’2
like visiting a different vorld. iritei tuough that mny sound. A
Interesting to waiteh fish in thelr naiural element ana il s highly in-
trigeing 1o experiment wilth the nullificetlon of graviiy you encounter
once lmrersed in the water. {2 quiie a decl To hang, aotionless und
suspended in the wateir. every a,rrle tuscele tonelly reloxed, moving up
and down as you breathe through the tube. Sort of Llike free-iall; .f
you Enow what 1 mean.

Next "year I hope 1o work out some kind of arvangement o perdll me vo
get at least 2 few extra bhresths while dovn ihevre. [ can 1 qulte ses
layving out €180 or ac for an Agque-lLung or similer devicee but ! n

. o " (9]

£oing to see what 1 can rig up or get zhold ¢f. As it ig now, ' lwve
Lo ccme up every minute or so. I ceén stay down Tor ap wuch 3 a min-
ute ond 45 seconds il 1 don't move but any grxertion cuua cown o the

time. You can 't do much in that lergth of tinme.

5S¢ there s a few words on skin~diving and does any ¢i Lhe readersiuip
have any interest 1ian sall-boots?

4 3
though I have never been o swimmer of any sorts. Floatling
hae been my 1imit, 2nd thet only in water asneilow enoush o
parait me to get ny Teel under me 1in cazes ol pecessliy---
which sesmed to be falrly often 28 1 recall.

The Aque-Lung ghould be a real addition ic the akin-
dlving equliprment, but 1 didn' t realize they vere that expen-
give. What little knowlsdze | hsve of Lhem ‘oviside of sea-
inz Godfrey wallow in cans op TV) wes galned from wanching
the local Life-guard oparate in A2 drownlng case here some
time back. The eculpmenti, purchaced by the city only a short
tine before, proved iteelf culie valuadble at the time,

Sail-boats are reatner rare arownd here, Dean. There are
o number of outboard motor enthuslaste about. bubk guess thers
lan t a large enowvgh body of water aveilable Tor salling.

And whille on vhils zeneral subject: J'm ususlly not much
in the line of outdoor sports . ocutside oFf scme ru,u-lonu*
filshlng, but hove tzken up archery curing the pzast aeveral
montns. I ve found it 'to he a very interesting (and itime
and money consunlngz) pastiime. T8 there anyvene else among ws
wilo 1s interested ‘n the znbject?

I havent had a word from FLESHMon for e couple of

[{Tne skin-diving scunds like grest apor., bDean, al-
)



RLYe Tiaw, 1'm oirodc. 7@ been using a lot ol hls 11l
LAt wave hed most of themr on hano for some bLime, 4wa1+115
EheElr Lurta. )

taat

aanledily &

slebl, & Playfield St., Dundaik 2¢. Nd.,
P Lwsl Lires dssues ol CUNFAR did not conloin my
Lo nucerous critics of my expose of unethical fan

planotions aboul EEEvans. Lest some thiak ! weg 2
age or lacked rebuttal arguments, would you nerint

racte mown? All U can agcerialn from jour not 3

to you 1s that you have tired of conhirovergy and dropped it for that
Tensch.

wter oi rebuttél

to s and my ex-
e without cour-
s . waking tne

wo Lo Ly Lriticism of EsEvans vho spoke dlsparaglingly of Elllson and
the Detrolt teenage fans: 1 have since been Torced tc the conclusion
tnat Evens may be correct in hls estimation of teenage fans belng
thoroughly irreasponslble, Lhougn 1 still had found *vans himsell some-
what "high-hat” when I atliewmpied to converse with him at the Pnilcon,
Therefore 1 would 1like to admit his esiimavicn is right and hence to
retract my defending of tleenage fans.

Lioyou are curlous as to why, it ha« teo de with twe teenage fans who
acted Just the way Evans said tLeenage ifans do act. Ellilson, whom 1
defended agalinst Evans' disparaging remarks has set out for reasons
best known to himself to “"feud" with me and bas talked Mason into
helping him; Mason as you may know attempited Lo label me ag anti-Sem-
itic etc in WENDIGO; while Elllson haas been meking polsen-pen letter
cnarges about me.

ihe other leenage ifan wno caused me to concur with Evans 1s Ron Ellik
who nzs a disllke of anyone prejudiced against teenage fans and feels
teenage fanc should be allowed tc use water guns, etc at Cons. 1 told
E11ik I thought a certein amounl of teenzge antico should be allowed
and that ! would certainly Jjudge any teenage fan on his Intelligence
ratner than hls physlcal ageo

Jo when kvans mode his crack about teenage fans, |1 wed Ellik, also,
my sincerity and sonsistency by publicly steting soxc;al ploees I

thought Evans was off base and prejudicial, Ellik replied laher 1o ume
in a hot letter for attacklng hls friend Evens, and ccted very contra-

dictory seeing as how I was backing him up.

elild s peer pottle tnrowing out of notel windows wag

tossed in my face
to my embarrassment but the beating [ took frrom ithal also

meant nothing

50 taxking votn Elilson and Eilik into accouni, my issue wiihh Evans
over his crack about teenage fans has netted me nocthing but trouble
trom Evons' frlends: besides the Tact that the two tee xnage fans. whon
my statement was meant to suppott, themselves, Tor conirary AGasons

best krnown to themselves. have decided 1 am thelr enemy.
Lo wabber low mvans woy nave rucbed me personally, I am forced to con
cede that he isg rlght about the irreaponsibllity and immaiuriiy of



weegnage fans who obviousl; o e mesnting o Lhe word i
Lude

I would deem it a great priviledge 17 vou would prins 4Ynis eniive [ét
ter so that readers wlll Bnew wiiy 1 wook iosue wish It [ am

now apologlzing to bhla and vo any of Nisg friends yho Look Ca‘b)LTOU e
whet 1 sald.

{{Borry i7 wou felt that I'd shoricd you of your say in
the controvarsy & Tew lsgues Bookl Thew woun 'L my futencion
As I recall, the latier you pader to 2rrived chc*pgy after
lssue #¢ waz pul together Tien canc nrnS-ironhin Lay-of T
before T got arcund to wor '1=5 on #£.6, and Diuiing lethers
for thatl 'ssue. * declided IO o dnoclune yoeurs aa 1T Teared
you Vthu ndjeet Lo having i 3 a late dote.

The {Tliloor ig aiveys ﬁle to anycne vhe has gstezn Lo
blow off anid is certainly also onen Lo any replles or retui-
tals. 0O%?))

FheMEas &y S0

BIL1, COURVAL, 4215 Cherckee Ave., San Diepgo 4, Caildi.

I'm sorry I didr't comment on F10 like I led you Lo helieve, b
daizmitt . all those daied lettera didn'ly ingpire mo. Thonks Jor gleing

me «nother clhance. -

Gad), you've gotten more silmmer and less sontrovergio:
Also, the 1llos are gone. You éida't iry wo remedy -
vadding 1t with something by you either. Tsk, LuL. fooks io ma ag if
you‘re in one of thoae pessimistlic meods that Hreefrion

Tind themselves Jn. Tonat 1ls, they g2t mad ab Tandon hesnug hew feel
they have been badly itreaied by 1t. They then nut oul a helow-par
lssue enbodying uue mwood of M1F the fons liks A%, good. I8 1y QY

t"hell with 'em. 11 get oui of Pandom Hhes.” Pha fong ug@lly
sense thls and oblige the =4 with ndiflerence.

2 uBerior Lunt -

e
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Bearing in mindg that “his lnvaluable exampls of
Frocesses might go the woy of the <rnos Lo SFR I
{Oh the cross we Ten bear.)

I too, am a believer that the growing'prains SF iz polng thru mlohs
prove to be fatal. ‘frue, the writere gre Lrying to precent Uz
universel truths as opposed to the fdeads (or mmiversel untriilas) ihs
were predominani in the ers of thne Willlanmsoneg, Tultrcrz, Dand lhons,
Leinsters; etc, but in thls replacing of remance oy gjf%;qg Ly new
scitonl of writers nas taught me onrly one whing. Ter AN T Write A
Gunn or.a Young will tell ame that 2 woman has %o il when che goes Lo

the head llixe anybody else, and' a Willlamson will poriray heir as a
veasel of all the tender sriritu@] aqualities. hljcn cag an L golng Lo
read? Willlamson, of course, beccuse he says it & bell oF a 12t bet-

ter than Gunn. I've been sanplling Buxley. ¥Wolle, oJayce, Prousl and €
few others and from them I have learned only oone Greed, THOT SHALT
NOT SUFFER BAD WRITING TO BE READ, If the naw crew can't 30 & good
Job then give SF back to the ldealists.
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{((L'm atraid R Sovsing an erroneous.stand (!d by winich
o (]

you're Judging CONRQ&:J
dids . Akl te eaclier °
(no 111l o0ggof any ;in )
up until now o -have 2
nuwber. How does ihis
that 1t's late?

You're way off base, lad, 1f vou {laure ['ve LOU a m?d
on at fandom. I ceritainly don't Feel a4 never wave) that
1]
4

{

ctarting out with lssue #10 as you
sues were aore on the oraer of #11

Tan S0 wihilch s o +h@upn Vhsaue

cye¥! ~1% AW o ger LG o&“.,zu
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I've been badly trealed by fandom 31 geneeaisopgny,fens in
particular, In fact, I might 88Y, ¥eh 3 moe28H ¥, tbai',
most 9ll-0f my eflfortg, in the Fan Ficdd haral heei rgeclvead.

. rather well., And that #17 8sueMstire ab i heok wesnii put out
with any such attitude on Ly Dortids you Amscnike. It was
Mll bec vuse 1 had only. &y ‘on 10tu“”° Lo putdn i3t and, J
dldn t "padq" it, as weu »uJ, becausc"' v was nighty, busy, and
wanted to get the, issue firnished before the helldey, season.
As T beling 1ndifrerent it o ihet ¢l fibeloi-par"

issue, response to 11 wag 2 1o 5 'tines Lhat of «#10.

Oh 1he cross we &u“Cd" hear!
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5. M. CARR, 5319 Ballard Aves, Seadils 7. Wech:

wesabpeakling of fanniah pehnomenu‘ Sitan Woolston meatloned Liwe wnost
bafiling and mysterious of them.all -- the HFPF,.. Thiscorganication
continues to be the ‘d@espair.end. delight of famdom® it creeps 2long
like an overwotered house-plant, o’fevlzg In IR iyl ofatsrren r'*11_..3

put never seening to mature inte bDlossoms of scRicvereny, 1 won 4
dle ~- but it never really bursgecns into healihy' MMfe.yoThis oyganlie-
tlon bos the potentlaleef reing really helpfuliand el use Lo 1ons,

The only thing 1s, it never seems To gel bpevond i botentdel’ siags,
no metter how hard the individual & u:-muﬂberﬂ worw at 1i. MWhe reason
of course, 1a simple -- fannish “u¢rpqy The o*gantzation igr Torever

vlaguked by attempts 'to re-orgacize; L0 3ut Un uhﬂnnels o- aubhority;
to establish responsibilivys There i3 2o n0s Siblikiby ol lever aciigy~-
1nf, thls because there 1a no real *eudershiy Uba inle, ™ Heroein NFIW
the nrinciple of "government by comnsent ol the 5vchaad“ la brousghit 4o
1ts ultizate. And since there 1s no way, o cormelTing obed ianee {a.0
there 1s ln even the most dewocratic of civie co&eﬂﬁﬁrntn) tiene  ean
never be a full and complete ‘consent of qhe governed@’ys  Nommaither how
willing to cooperate the fana are, if just cn@ or %uwhn'refMise the wol-~

csue strlke you, aside froa unC fact

2

untary sccgptance of responslibllity the entiro chain ofrzetdviLy breck:s

devn. Once 1t does, there 1s no way.ef . bpridglng the brokentliink, ne
Comezalttee Chairman who accepts the jeb.and then negleetadt, con. fand
doea, often) boltleneck the activity,of 211 ithe rech.” 10 3u wers poa-
sible to eonllect 211 the stencils«thet gomebody ofFered toirum of D,
oné then forgot in a bottom drawer some place: or ol the menuscripts
that gomeone offered to cut on stencii and vwalted for sorenns Lo send
the money for the stencils; or all the maitericl which "0”C001V ok
sothered to complle into a "benefit” and then wihn JdTuirteled Sy aiela

(L

ar- suorts cars or any of the other hazards Lo "do'“:?eni an

NYFF would have so many "benetfits” it would use all thelr g1.00 sarnnusl
dues ln postage olone: Probobly the omly, thing which ccould cire Lnls
anarehy would be Lo impose economlc penaloics o L] i s e f i 20



reguire a $100 performence houd in the form of a legally valid promls-
sory note. If the volunteer publishor or gtencil cutter or Committee
Cheirman had not perforired whau he promised by the dete promlsed, the
promissory note to be turned over to & cgllection agency. I'll bet
there would be a flurry of activity then....... But that ldea too 1is
werely another leaf on the fruitless vine vhich 1s NFFF. Who could

be found that could be trusted to hold the notes?

The question, "What ls the responfe, percaniagewiss, to youv fangsine?”
brings up the interesting polnt of what do ycu regard as “response’.,
Personally, 1 should say that the respense (o my CGEHZTHES is well over
100%, because [ use my fmz as irading material (or did, vntil 1 die-
continved the practice) and 1 kept finding meore cnd more fmz sent to
ne thar I had sent out until the total swelled Lu & poelnt that ls
guite a d@ifferent thing. In the next-to-last lesguve of GZ, I sent oul
about 28 coples outside of FAPA (mostly to waiting listers). From
thoge 28, T received 11 lettere of comnent for the letter celumn and
several others which did not go for nublication. 'd say, therefore
that the response woas approximately 50% on that group. However, the
nuiber of cominentsa in review colurns: the number of fanzlnes recelved
in exchanga -- these things also wust ke lncluded as "response’, 1
heve noticed thot the fans who most often reply wlilh a letter of cow-
nent are those who publish a fmz, but pub so irregulorly that they do
not want to wait Tor their next ish to reply. But cince I never send
&7 wo 2 non-~pubkling fan on 2 sub basls, this picture may be way off
peorle who ney for a fmz have no obligation to coment on lt. VWhy
shoulé they? -- they pald for it. And the sad truth, which srmpubiers
are reluctant to recognize, is that to send a fanzine (o a non—-pubber
1s to "cast pearls before swine" metaphorilcelly speaking. They may be
willinz to nay for it, but they can never have any ldec of what they
~re buylng unless,they, themselves, have tried Lo pubileh and/or edit
one. Even 15" they did comment, 1t wonld probably be some stupldlity
like, "Whot's THAT got to do with stf?” or, "Fanzines are supposed to
be cbout sclence flction” or whatever notlon they haspen Lo have.
Foanzines are not "sunposed” to be about anything whaisoever except
what the edltorypublisher happens to want to publish. But subscribers
can't be exrected to lkmow that. They Judge a Tanzine by the asame
standards as any other preozine they purchase -- and the fansine comes
of'f very poorly in the cosparison. It is 2 wasite of time and effort

to sell fanzhes to non-pubbers; but it 1is the height of futillity o
send free conles and expect any adequate response. Unless ths reclip-
lent hannens to be a potentlal ampubber jJust walting to be introduced
to the hovhy, the fanzine 18 wasted. Even members of one's own family
can do no more than glve an amiable (if patronizing) pat on the head -~
more for the pleasure of seelng one's expectation than from any appre-
clatlon of the gif't. They probably resgard it with the same fond tol-
erance that a Grandmother shows toward the Firgt-Grader's crayon-
scrivbled "Valentine" -- and appreciate it 1n Just ithe some way. To
expect wdequate or senslble letters of comment from this type of public
is just plain wishful thinklng. The sad truth 1s that even ithe best
Tsnzines are Jjust so much crud in the eyes of non-pubbers and non-fans.

((In speaking of "percentage of response” to Fanzines.
I was referring to the number of lstters of cormment as con-
- pared to the number of coples ol the mag mailed ovt. HO%
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TERRY CARR, i34 Cambridge St., San Francisco 24, Calirf.

Well by Ghod. you made it wilth another CONFAER! 'Veorwy, very welcome
indeed. o

As to the response 1've got on my fmz...well. VUTCiK warely got over
about 10%, but thls latest DIASPAR got around 203, 1'd say. Meinly
because T cut off a lot of deadwood when makinz up. Lhe mailing list,
and also because of a rather controverslael article in the issus. NON-
SENSE, my erstwhlle hektoed cartoonzine, averazsd 5% to 1U%ow.wh1ch
1s pretly good, I guess, for a 1ittle zlne xe thu which tooll only
2 or 3 alnutes to read and was lmmedlately forgoit

Q
(90
(o
[¢)
Yt
<
»

Which brings me to Steve Schulihels' observation that, 2 fanzine can be
Judged ont the lengih of time it tuakes to read it. It "s pretty good
for ‘anzines of a purely fannish nature, whilch take 1ittle concentra-
tion...but how about something like INSIDE or SKYHOOK which, whilile
nighly enjoyable, also call for a gerte An enount of manipulation of
the gray matter? There the systenm of evalvation bredks down

Will say, though, that CONFAB has alwaye been read in one sitting
every single time. I can't think of any other fanzine offhand, which
can make thai statement. (Anthoronerphlsm, anyone?)

Was thinking today about the old lire "fanzine writ ing helps cne wio
wants to become 2 professional wrlter.” Well, that's my aim, and I've
certainly done enough fanzine writing. The ugual P:net?:z cited are
eritiecism by fans and incentive 'o write whem cne izn't geod cnough e
gell to the pros. Trouble l1s thst very few fens poy much attention to
fanfiction, so consequently there's 1little comment on any stories
which get printed...and very camncd few fanzines c¢ven print it, there-
by taking away the incentive to write. Offhand I can ihink cf three
or four fmz today which print an occasional dit of fiction, no more.

But I find that fanwritling has holaed e, and Inenmentirely d fferen+
way then the above. The matter of "slanting" naterial for a rtain
market is highly important iIn pro-writing., and it's also lmUOLhwnb in
fandom (which I learned well when handling the /Iip/)- I've been
writing steadlly and felrly heawily for three yeare or soc nov. During
that time there has bsen only one fanzine which I set my sighis on
that I couldn't get material 1in (WANTASIAS, which rejected two cr three
things of mine and then folded). I've been constantly slanting my
fan-writing thereby acguliring a pretty 5ood eve for how to do 1t pro-

fesslonally.

A1l of which is not to say that I'm in fandecr for the good 1t will do



much good (I coulld havs

me, or even that 1t has done ue tiadk = Laarned
slanting methods faster by plain gtudy-at A%, bul. newrely to susgest
that fondom can he &ll thlpéS to all fen.

And on that profound observation, T s M e {5

({I thinlz mest everyone henefits Pﬁ*r‘“cing dom in one
way or anothsr. The audience Tor weould-ho ilher
and editors (tnose who hopna ¢ &o L::r work prof
1s the most appareni and posc;blj ha Jlea in
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DICK LUPOFF (current address uncertaln)

e s o YOUr remarks on reader resnonge ghoclh o
ate plant meant to shock somecone? '
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o W ware they a“delifbsr~

Regardless, 7% egponage ig disgraceiul. Two or thrsc times bhat 18
disgraceful. What do these parasiteg think you're publlzhlng CONF:
fer, profit? Bad encugh on & subzine wiere tnz editor stllil loses

roneéy; et least the subbers conbribute sgmething te thes causs. Bub
wvhen you expend the time and effort--and yesa, the enm osh =n'ee al:
money--that you do on an abgolute {ree—on~raquest simsa-pure glveaway-
-you even pay the postamge out of your own pocket~-and thav Aon '+ have
the decency tc drop a 2¢ pochsarcd in the mail, simdly acknoviedsing
recelipt of each lssue...phooey.

Anybody who falls to respond uO “wo. or at the mos%t. at the very out-
side most, three issuss, cut 'em off. The hell with ‘em, Ang 37

that would lsave you with guch a gmall clrculation that ¢ isn't worth
the while then drop 3t. Muech as I hate o give that zdvice % Sust
for: the selfish motive of my own conilnued snjoywent, I waymae c2e CGOR-
FAB comlng oubt fat and frecvent for a long. long time.

But don't lmock your head against & brick nztn, wastin
effort and money for a bunch of boobu vhe don't ¥n
slt down and write a nate sa Jing Trhanks Toxr C; pl
ing." 7% indeed.

yours vlime and
cere ernouch to
ST cortiinue qnnd.—

({I'm afrald fannpubbi?g doesn 't work cut that way, Digk.
Not unless you happen vo publiish a QUANDRY or a PSYCHOTIC or
a similar high-type zine. Moybe then you could make that
20% responge I mentloned o few ngges L"cb 1001{ glck. laybe
' nov, though. larger zlinss have larsgsr circuvlations and must
pull many more letlters than CONFAE to mak, that 20%.  With o
circulation of avout 70, 14 ietiers will Bive 20% ‘response
but 1f your cilrculation 1s 150 or 200, you'll neced 3“ or 40
. lettere. 1 don't have any f;gures on QU“W“E: or GOP3LA or
| GRUE or PSYCHOTIC or HYFHEN, BC I can't goeak with way an-
thority, but 20% gtill doesn't gs en 1ike Goo bed a agponse.
'Twould be nlce i1f every fan-ed ﬁ0u11 expact 100% rvahonseo
' 1'11 bet cilrculaticns would be cut down to a fP%CuiOﬂ of
what they are now.,, Theoretically, 1t would e posslibla <o

et 100% response %o COLFAB by tust sending the mag o the

I
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perscens who conslistentl, % on Lt. A dotal of about 15
coples would do the joo, gve. But, in aadliticon 1o
thoze vho do the builk of ey wWriting, there are alse
a8 good aumber of obhsr fansds who soend me thsir mag in re-
turn for getting CONFAB. Thic group makes uz ths E&jo“uty
of my malling 1list. Then there are s few others who don't
publigh or commeint f*coanu’y but they've guzsted the mag
LM

] - :.. : (-
and usuglly write from time to time. So, acsiually, if X
! count all thls a&s r2sponse, I might that { :
tho 100 % response.))

ED COX, 984 So. Kormandle, Lecs Angelen 6, Calif.

««.In re NFFFFFFFF. Let's abolieh it. Scrry Stan, bub let's Tace
facts.

First, the N3F doecsn't do anything for anybedy. . Nothing that ony in-
terested person, really interested,-can't do Zor thomselves. It is
unwieldy for another thing., Thile tlep in with the first ptatement.

If the members were actliveliy lnterested in whatever the N3F is supposed
to be for, there wouldn't he all the mees. confuslcn. buck-pasging and
little work done that there is. But 50L,uust faze this fact, All the
work will fall on a few. The typse of person wvho is peed?2d in the oy~
ganlzation, but isn't in any nuubers ai 2ll, ig the acstive Tan who is
busily issulng his own faonzhe and t ted 1p in other activitics in ithat
1line that interest him. Why should he be slaving 1n 2 large onganlizas
tion with vastly smaller amounts of egoboo when ne can be Lgsulng
FANZOOM. with much, much more perscnsl recognition and enjoyment?

-+

They jJust will not! Nobody is going to volunteor f
portlion of organizatlon type workers ie very s mail

drone types in any orgarnlzatlon along the llngz of

worker won't lest long due to wising-up, gebting ti
the few workcrs and bress, etc.

@
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The boom in stf is over now. It's sethlin own te o shop dvn?ss that

g 4 Ly
is needed to bring out the quality stf writing as of yore. 3¢ thore
won't be the cteady Influx of wildly intereated resders who once jolnsd
the NFFF in encourds ng streams. And who as steadlily dircpped out at
the explration of thelr membershlp when thod feumd 1%t wasn't much of
anything and all the promises of "penefits® didn't show up. Possibl
also bhecause they were asked tc 1end & hand in the acinal work.

No, let's let the NFFF die. It, llke WEIRD TALES. 1z ouht of dai
deserves Lo rest. Fandom, so far, hag exhiblilted an abicormel £
nish bent: It works best in elreles, many of them interirin
overlanplng, but small groups. The fo11ow*ﬂgo of different !
small ajay outiits and the like. An organlzgtlon like the NFFP 4
to be won t work by trying to encompacs the whole gheheng and lurs
nevwcomers Iinto the mad whirl

The members whe mighit become active in one way or ancthe
would have on thelr own. How elsoe dc you suppose Lthe ©
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If I'm not mistaken fand I haveon't tias be ropesyeh into the noiss anf
mss I have here). the TigtﬂlizLK?{;'T‘: NEYE annond Byt Inglude
what was, at t'*‘ tine, & pegreny oF cive Dondom 4 aicin e
follomlng of . sdy GBRUE, whlsh conslsks of nosy of tho cohilize fans. I
don't beliove 11 waa Shuphudu o encumpaes & gsfberssly of.nundyeds
and hundr=ds (even thousands). Bul T won'if go inde b1z wiihout fup-

ther informatlion.

Just this: Nobody loasg 1i the NFFF JL: nohedy
geins much élther. Except ths fow wlo £li the

headaches. Don's sweat 1%, Sten. How
you've still to publiish The CUTLANLEL

(I'7e besn wondering low leno it vorl? tole scosong to
\  cone out with thege words reparding Tho WiV, 1. You win

the zcid~plated cigar.
I've usuzlly heen riding tha i1once uben disgussion-of

" the organizatlion cane up, buat wi that, you've ex-
pressec my on‘n:Jns pretiy well
Several 3epﬂv a0, whan L

fandom. I acked soncone (I woa 35 5.5 v
I's 1ot sure just wno it was acw! whathor Lthury thow . nn

3

N=F b.ilbe”ﬂx\]p would beneflil me. Hhet
the contacts gained from cuch & BOTE
venerls to a neon Anteresteld in b ECLAT ol 2Tanic
ngc, aloeady aad sope.cohtacte with fardgn {ag T dod]. Jjoins

ing clubsg would ofiex 1luu e L'y asver Joinzd. ond
frankiy. I can's seco thot I'we mlesed much. Zud thon,
everycne to his own pel Jasor of lowve. Just losk at any
faneditor. })
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Bob Peatrcusky 4

Box 634
Norfeolk, Neb:r.
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